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POLICY 

 

It is the policy of the Vermont Psychiatric Care Hospital (VPCH) that, pursuant to 18 V.S.A. § 

7205(a), only involuntary patients shall be admitted to VPCH.  Individuals who are court ordered 

for hospitalization must be accepted for admission by a VPCH Psychiatrist.  

 

PROCEDURE 

 

When the Department of Mental Health (DMH) Legal Department receives a court order which 

requires any action by the hospital relating to a hospitalized person, a copy will be forwarded to:  

o The hospitalized person’s treatment team 

o The VPCH Admissions Office (if it relates to discharge) 

 

Legal staff monitor those court orders that relate to discharges by a certain date, and notify the 

VPCH Admissions Office of such dates.  If there is a change in a hospitalized person’s status, a 

representative of the treatment team must notify the assigned paralegal.  

 

The DMH Legal Department will provide notice to the appropriate State’s Attorney’s Office 

when indicated in the hospitalization order prior to discharge for hospitalized persons.  

 

Persons hospitalized with a mittimus to a correctional facility must be returned to the Department 

of Corrections at discharge unless the court determines otherwise. 

 

The DMH Legal Department will notify VPCH providers if a court hearing is required prior to 

discharge.  Efforts shall be made to develop a discharge plan should the individual be discharged 

from their court hearing.   
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